
KANJI 417-611  (Fourth Grade) 

 

417 

 

 

13s 
愛 
convey + cover 

+ heart + stop 

and start; to 

wish to give 

food, to move 

forward 

hesitantly 

AI, love; ai(suru), to love 

愛情   aijō, love, affection  (719) 

愛国心  aikokushin, patriotism  (123, 147) 

母性愛  boseiai, maternal love  (203, 723) 

愛児   aiji, one’s beloved child  (697) 

 

 

418 

 

 

10s 
案 
restful+ wood; 

a wooden 

table prepared 

for a meal 

AN, idea, plan, proposal; an(jiru), to be anxious 

about, to be concerned about 

案内する annai suru, to guide, to show  (364) 

案内所  annaijo, annaisho, information centre  

(364, 312) 

案内書  annaisho, guidebook  (364, 142) 

案内図 annaizu, guide/information map (364, 150) 

安上   anjō, on the table  (37) 

提案   teian, proposal  (753) 

原案   genan, original plan/bill  (107) 

名案   meian, good idea/proposal/plan  (71) 

案外   angai, unexpectedly  (91) 

 

419 

 

 

5s 
以 
person behind 

a plough 

I, mot(te), means; by means of; with, through, on 

account of; because; starting point 

以上   ijō, above, more than  (37) 

二人以上 futari-ijō, two or more people (61, 39, 37) 

以前   izen, before, formerly  (159) 

以下   ika, below  (7) 

以外  igai, outside; besides; other than; except (91) 

以内   inai, within  (364) 

三日以内 mikka-inai, within three days (23, 62, 364) 

 



420 

 

 

6s 
衣 
a collar and 

sleeves 

I; koromo, clothes, garment, priest’s robe 

衣服   ifuku, clothing  (385) 

衣類   irui, clothing  (602) 

衣食住  i-shoku-jū, clothing, food and shelter 

          (146, 310) 

衣替え koromogae, change of dress/clothes (1548) 

 

421 

 

 

7s 
位 

I; kurai, rank, position, grade, extent; about, 

approximately 

八位   hachigurai, about eight  (66) 

地位   chi’i, rank, social standing, position (167) 

学位   gaku’i, academic degree  (10) 

位置   ichi, location, situation  (545) 

 

422 

 

 

7s 
囲 

I; kako(mu), to surround; kako(u), to enclose; to 

preserve 

胸囲   kyōi, chest measurement  (840) 

周囲   shūi, circumference, perimeter, 

surroundings  (504) 

範囲   han-i, extent, range, sphere, limits (1719) 

囲い込む kakoikomu, to enclose  (1275) 

 

423 

 

 

8s 
委 
rice plant + 

women = to be 

pliant = to let 

others decide 

= to entrust 

I, yuda(neru), to entrust with 

委員   i’in, delegate, member of a committee (228) 

委員会  i’inkai, committee  (228, 87) 

委員長  i’inchō, committee chairman  (228, 173) 

委任   i’nin, charge, trust, entrustment, 

           commission  (764) 

委託金  itakukin, trust money  (1555, 14) 

 

 

424 

 

 

9s 
胃 

I, stomach 

胃袋   ibukuro, stomach  (1546) 

胃病   ibyō, stomach trouble  (381) 

胃腸   ichō, stomach and intestines  (547) 

胃液   ieki, gastric juice  (620) 

胃弱   ijaku, dyspepsia  (137) 

 



425 

 

 

6s 
印 
pressing down 

on a bending 

person 

IN, seal, stamp; shirushi, sign, symbol, trace, mark 

印刷   insatsu, printing  (487) 

印判   inban, seal  (769) 

印税   inzei, royalty  (727) 

矢印   yajirushi, arrow sign  (981) 

目印   mejirushi, guiding mark  (72) 

 

426 

 

 

8s 
英 

EI, England, excellent, talented 

英語   eigo, English language  (112) 

英国   eikoku, England  (123) 

英会話  eikaiwa, English conversation  (87, 221) 

英才   eisai, talent  (126) 

英雄   eiyū, hero  (1869) 

日英   Nichi-Ei, Japan and England  (62) 

 

plant + centre (phonet.: bloom) = a flower that 

blossomed but lacked seed, considered to be beautiful 

 

427 

 

 

9s 
栄 

EI, honour; saka(e), prosperity; saka(eru), to prosper 

栄養   eiyō, nutrition  (594) 

光栄   kōei, honour, glory  (116) 

繁栄   han’ei, prosperity  (1720) 

 

tree covered with flaming flowers 

 

428 

 

 

13s 
塩 

EN; shio, salt 

塩水   shiomizu, saltwater  (40) 

食塩   shokuen, table salt  (146) 

塩分   enbun, salinity  (199) 

塩田   enden, salt bed  (59) 

製塩所  seiensho, saltworks  (726, 312) 

 

429 

 

 

5s 
央 

Ō, centre, middle 

中央   chūō, the centre, the middle, the core  

(55) 

中央区  Chūō Ku, Chuo Ward  (55, 465) 

中央部  chūōbu, central part  (55, 384) 

中央口  chūōguchi, central exit  (55, 20) 

震央   shin’ō, epicentre  (1444) 



 

person with yoked neck = restrained at the neck 

(centre) 

 

430 

 

 

15s 
億 

OKU, one hundred million 

数億円  sūoku-en, several hundred million yen  

(151, 4) 

億万長者 okumanchōja, billionaire  (392, 173, 

298) 

 

person + thoughts/feelings 

 

431 

 

 

5s 
加 

KA; kuwa(eru), to add, to join, to increase (v.t.); 

kuwa(waru), to join, to enter (v.i.) 

参加   sanka, participation  (490) 

参加する sanka suru, to take part in, to attend  

(490) 

加入する kanyū suru, to be a member  (63) 

添加物  tenkabutsu, additive  (1631, 387) 

加工品  kakōhin, processed food  (113, 382) 

増加する zōka suru, to increase; to augment  (741) 

加え算  kuwaezan, addition  (128) 

 

strength + mouth = strengthen argument, add one’s 

own words = add 

 

432 

 

 

11s 
貨 

KA, treasure, goods, money 

百貨店  hyakkaten, department store  (67, 178) 

銀貨   ginka, silver coin  (263) 

雑貨   zakka, miscellaneous goods, sundries  

(687) 

貨物船  kamotsusen, freighter  (387, 158) 

硬貨   kōka, currency  (1260) 

 

change + money 

 



433 

 

 

15s 
課 

KA, section, lesson 

第二課  dainika, Lesson Two  (339, 61) 

課長   kachō, section head  (173) 

学課   gakka, lesson  (10) 

課題   kadai, theme, homework  (340) 

課税   kazei, taxation  (727) 

課外   kagai, extra-curricular  (91) 

 

word + fruit/perform (phonet.: to consider a person’s 

words) 

 

434 

 

 

8s 
芽 

GA; me, bud, sprout, shoot 

木の芽  ki-no-me, leaf bud  (69) 

発芽   hatsuga, sprouting  (370) 

新芽   shinme, sprout, bud, shoot  (148) 

芽ばえる mebaeru, to bud, to sprout 

 

plant + fang 

 

435 

 

 

7s 
改 

KAI; arata(meru), to change, to reform, to revise; 

arata(maru), to be reformed 

改革   kaikaku, reform  (821) 

改正   kaisei, amendment  (41) 

改良   kairyō, improvement  (598) 

改心   kaishin, conversion, reform  (147) 

改宗させる kaishū saseru, to convert  (435) 

改札口  kaisatsuguchi, (manual) ticket gate  

(1304, 20) 

改めて  aratamete, once again 

 

drive off serpents = clear an area = reform 

 

436 

 

 

11s 
械 

KAI, device; shackles 

機械   kikai, machine  (453) 

機械化  kikaika, mechanisation  (453, 238) 

器械   kikai, instrument, apparatus  (452) 

 

wood + admonish 

 



437 

 

 

10s 
害 

GAI, harm, calamity 

害虫   gaichū, harmful insect  (56) 

損害   songai, loss, damage  (745) 

損害を与える songai o ataeru, to cause damage; to 

inflict a loss  (745, 1873) 

損害を被る songai o kōmuru, to suffer damage; to 

sustain a loss  (745, 1729) 

障害   shōgai, obstacle, hindrance  (902) 

障害になる shōgai ni naru, to hinder; to be in the 

way  (902) 

障害を排する shōgai o hai suru, to surmount an 

obstacle  (902, 1686) 

妨害   bōgai, obstruction  (1808) 

殺害   satsugai, murder  (488) 

 

cover a head with a basket 

 

438 

 

 

6s 
各 

KAKU; ono-ono, each, every 

各地   kakuchi, every place, various 

places/districts  (167) 

各人   kakujin, each person  (39) 

各自   kakuji, each, every (person)  (134) 

各位   kakui, Sirs (in a letter)  (421) 

 

stop at each place 

 

439 

 

 

12s 
覚 

KAKU; obo(eru), to remember, to understand; 

sa(meru), to wake up; sa(masu), to wake 

覚え書  obeogaki, memorandum, note  (142) 

感覚   kankaku, sensation, sense, feeling  (246) 

自覚   jikaku, consciousness, self-awareness  

(134) 

目覚め  mezame, awakening  (72) 

 

learn by looking 

 



440 

 

 

7s 
完 

KAN, end, completion 

完全   kanzen, perfection  (330) 

完成   kansei, completion  (515) 

完結   kanketsu, completion, finish, termination  

(472) 

未完の  mikan no, incomplete  (794) 

未完   mikan, To be continued  (794) 

 

roof + origin (phonet: building with fence around) 

 

441 

 

 

8s 
官 

KAN, government, government position 

警官   keikan, policeman, police officer  (847) 

裁判官  saibankan, judge  (872, 769) 

官庁   kanchō, government office  (938) 

官僚   kanryō, bureaucracy  (1909) 

 

roof + buttocks = sedentary work 

 

442 

 

 

13s 
漢 

KAN, China; ~kan, suffix for ‘man’ 

漢字   kanji  (28) 

漢文   kanbun, Chinese composition; Chinese 

classics  (68) 

漢詩   kanshi, Chinese poetry  (291) 

悪漢   akkan, villain, crook  (222) 

門外漢  mongaikan, outsider, layman  (211, 91) 

 

river + Han 

 

443 

 

 

14s 
管 

KAN, to control, to administer; 

kuda, tube, pipe 

管理   kanri, administration, control, charge  

(220) 

管理費  kanrihi, administrative fee  (220, 567) 

入管   nyūkan, immigration officer  (39) 

鉄管   tekkan, iron pipe/tube  (353) 

血管   kekkan, blood vessel  (270) 

気管   kikan, windpipe, trachea  (11) 

管楽器  kangakki, wind instrument  (218, 452) 

水道管  suidōkan, water pipe  (40, 188) 



 

bamboo + official = pierced bamboo controlling 

sound 

 

444 

 

 

14s 
関  

KAN; seki, barrier; connection 

玄関   genkan, entrance hall  (1227) 

関東   Kantō  (184) 

関西   Kansai  (152) 

関心   kanshin, concern, interest  (147) 

税関   zeikan, toll  (727) 

関税   kanzei, customs duty  (727) 

機関車  kikansha, engine, locomotive  (453, 31) 

関の山  sekinoyama, utmost  (24) 

 

crossed pieces of wood barring a gate 

 

445 

 

 

18s 
観 

KAN, to look at carefully, to observe, to watch 

観光   kankō, sightseeing  (116) 

観光客  kankōkyaku, tourist  (116, 252) 

観客   kankyaku, spectator  (252) 

観察   kansatsu, observation  (489) 

観測する kansoku suru, to observe, survey  (743) 

主観   shukan, subjective view  (299) 

客観   kyakkan, objective view  (252) 

外観   gaikan, outside appearance  (91) 

 

heron + look = (phonet.) turn and look 

 

446 

 

 

19s 
願 

GAN; nega(i), wish, petition, request; nega(u), to ask, 

to request, to wish, to beg 

願書   gansho, written application  (142) 

志願者  shigansha, applicant; candidate  (692) 

志願   shigan, desire; application  (692, 298) 

願い事  negaigoto, prayer  (293) 

願望的  ganbōteki, wishful  (585, 551) 

 

spring (phonet.: big) + head 

 



447 

 

 

7s 
希 

KI, KE; rare; scanty; desire 

希望   kibō, hope  (585) 

希望者  kibōsha, aspirant, applicant  (585, 298) 

希求   kikyū, desire  (455) 

希薄   kihaku, thinness, sparsity  (1699) 

 

weaving threads 

 

448 

 

 

8s 
季 

KI, season; young 

季節   kisetsu, season  (523) 

四季   shiki, the four seasons  (26) 

雨季   uki, rainy season  (3) 

季女   kijo, youngest daughter  (35) 

 

rice plant + child 

 

449 

 

 

9s 
紀 

KI, history, chronicle; start 

世紀   seiki, century, period  (327) 

二十世紀 nijūseiki, 20th century  (61, 33, 327) 

紀元   kigen, era, epoch  (106) 

紀行   kikō, travelogue  (118) 

 

thread from end to end 

 

450 

 

 

12s 
喜 

KI; yoroko(bi), joy, happy event, congratulation; 

yoroko(bu), to rejoice, to be glad 

喜んで  yorokonde, with pleasure, gladly; I’d be 

delighted to 

大喜び  ō-yorokobi, great joy, great delight  (53) 

喜劇   kigeki, (theatrical) comedy  (848) 

歓喜   kanki, joy, ecstasy, delight  (639) 

歓喜する kanki suru, to rejoice  (639) 

 

edible plant + mouth = to eat cooked vegetables = 

pleasure 

 



451 

 

 

14s 

 

 

 

旗 
KI; hata, flag 

国旗   kokki, national flag  (123) 

後期   kōki, school flag  (21) 

旗持ち  hatamochi, flag bearer  (294) 

旗魚   kajiki,* swordfish  (98) 

星条旗  seijōki, the Stars and Stripes  (154, 716) 

 

fluttering flag, under which one gathers 

 

452 

 

 

15s 

 

 

 

器 
KI; utsuwa, vessel; utensil; capacity, skill; caliber 

器具   kigu, utensil  (265) 

食器   shokki, tableware, crockery  (146) 

陶器   tōki, pottery, ceramics  (1650) 

器用   kiyō, adroitness  (215) 

洗面器  senmenki, wash basin  (916, 395) 

 

dog wheeling with open mouth 

 

453 

 

 

16s 

 

 

 

機 
KI; hata, loom; device; occasion 

機械   kikai, machine, mechanism  (436) 

機会   kikai, opportunity, chance  (87) 

危機   kiki, crisis, emergency  (831) 

機能   kinō, function  (766) 

機織り  hataori, weaving  (720) 

 

wooden loom 

 

454 

 

 

20s 
議 

GI, discussion, deliberation 

会議   kaigi, conference  (87) 

国際会議 kokusai kaigi, international conference  

(123, 683, 87) 

議会   gikai, the Diet  (87) 

議員   gi’in, member of an assembly/ the Diet/ 

Parliament/ Congress  (228) 

閣議   kakugi, Cabinet meeting  (454) 

議論   giron, argument, discussion  (996) 

議論する giron suru, to argue, to discuss  (996) 

議長   gichō, chairperson  (173) 

議題   gidai, subject for discussion, agenda  



(340) 

 

words + (phonet.: mutual) 

 

455 

 

 

7s 
求 

KYŪ; moto(me), request, demand; 

moto(meru), to request, to search for, to buy, to wish 

for 

求職   kyūshoku, job-hunting  (721) 

求職者  kyūshokusha, job-hunter  (721, 298) 

要求   yōkyū, demand  (593) 

請求   seikyū, demand  (1479) 

追求   tsuikyū, pursuit  (350) 

求人   kyūjin, Help Wanted  (39) 

 

fur coat 

 

456 

 

 

11s 
救 

KYŪ; suku(i), rescue, help; suku(u), to rescue, to help 

救急車  kyūkyūsha, ambulance  (254, 31) 

救済   kyūsai, relief  (871) 

救助   kyūjo, rescue  (314) 

救援   kyūen, rescue, relief  (1026) 

救命ブイ kyūmeibui, lifebuoy  (394) 

 

to request threateningly = to demand release of 

(prisoner) 

 

457 

 

 

12s 
給 

KYŪ; tama(u), to supply; to bestow 

給料   kyūryō, pay, salary  (599) 

月給   gekkyū, monthly salary  (16) 

供給   kyōkyū, supply  (839) 

来給え  kitamae, Come!  (217) 

 

thread + join 

 

458 

 

 

10s 

 

挙 
KYO; a(geru), to conduct, to perform; to act; to offer; 

to raise; kozo(tte), all, together, unanimously 

選挙   senkyo, election  (527) 

選挙を行う senkyo o okonau, to hold an election  

(527, 118) 



 

 

挙行   kyokō, performance  (118) 

挙手する kyoshu suru, to raise one’s hands  (32) 

一挙に  ikkyo ni, at a stroke  (1) 

 

hands working together 

 

459 

 

 

14s 
漁 

GYO; RYŌ, fishing 

漁師   ryōshi, fisherman  (693) 

漁船   gyosen, fishing boat  (158) 

漁業   gyogyō, fishing industry; fishery  (260) 

 

fish in water 

 

460 

 

 

6s 

 

 

 

共 
KYŌ; tomo, both, as well as, together 

男女共学 danjokyōgaku, coeducation  (54, 35, 10) 

公共の  kōkyō no, public  (277) 

共同の  kyōdō no, cooperative  (187) 

共益費  kyōekihi, management fee  (619, 567) 

共通の  kyōtsū no, common  (176) 

共通   kyōtsū, commonality  (176) 

用和国  kyōwakoku, republic  (416, 123) 

共産主義 kyōsanshugi, communism  (491, 299, 

645) 

共産党  kyōsantō, Communist Party  (491, 946) 

共に   tomo ni, together 

共食い  tomogui, cannibalism  (146) 

 

two hands offering a jewel; doing something with 

both hands 

 

461 

 

 

8s 

 

 

 

協 
KYŌ, co-operation; to be in harmony 

協力   kyōryoku, co-operation  (74) 

協力する kyōryoku suru, to co-operate  (74) 

国際協力 kokusai kyōryoku, international 

co-operation  (123, 683, 74) 

協会   kyōkai, society, association  (87) 

協定   kyōtei, agreement  (351) 

協議   kyōgi, conference, consultation  (454) 

生協   seikyō, co-op  (42) 



 

ten (phonet.: many) + tripled strength 

 

462 

 

 

19s 

 

 

 

鏡 
KYŌ; kagami, mirror 

鏡台   kyōdai, dresser, mirror stand  (166) 

望遠鏡  bōenkyō, telescope  (585, 79) 

双眼鏡  sōgankyō, binoculars  (1513, 640) 

顕微鏡  kenbikyō, microscope  (1224, 1735) 

拡大鏡  kakudaikyō, magnifying glass  (820, 53) 

手鏡   tekagami, hand-mirror  (462) 

 

metal which shows a soon-finished scene = bronze 

mirror 

 

463 

 

 

20s 
競 

KYŌ, KEI; kiso(u), to rival, to compete with; se(ru), 

to compete; to bid 

競争   kyōsō, competition  (529) 

競争に勝つ  kyōsō ni katsu, to win a race  (319) 

競争に負ける kyōsō ni makeru, to lose a race  

(383) 

競技   kyōgi, match, tournament, sporting event  

(644) 

競馬   keiba, horse race  (191) 

競り売り seriuri, auction  (192) 

 

two persons competing 

 

464 

 

 

12s 
極 

KYOKU, terrestrial poles, magnetic poles, zenith; 

GOKU, very, extremely; 

kiwa(meru), to master; to run to an extreme 

極端   kyokutan, extremity  (1567) 

北極   hokkyoku, North Pole  (205) 

至極   shigoku, extremely, very, exceedingly  

(875) 

消極   shōkyoku, negative pole  (316) 

失礼極まる shitsurei kiwamaru, extremely 

impertinent  (501, 413) 

 

wood in an extreme position 



 

465 

 

 

4s 
区 

KU, ward, section, district 

区役所  kuyakusho, ward office  (397, 312) 

北区   Kitaku, Kita Ward  (205) 

区別   kubetsu, distinction, classification  (579) 

地区   chiku, district, area  (167) 

区画   kukaku, boundary, block, division  (85) 

区間   kukan, interval (between two points along 

a railtrack or a road)  (92) 

東京都区内 Tōkyō to ku nai, within the 23 wards of 

Tokyo  (184, 99, 355, 364) 

 

466 

 

 

9s 
軍 

GUN, army, military authorities 

軍備   gunbi, armaments  (774) 

軍隊   guntai, army; troops  (540) 

軍艦   gunkan, warship  (1116) 

空軍   kūgun, airforce  (15) 

軍人   gunjin, military man  (39) 

米国軍  beikokugun, US Forces  (201, 123) 

 

carts drawn into a circle 

 

467 

 

10s 

 

oo 

郡 
GUN, country, district; kōri (lit.), county, district 

郡部   gunbu, rural district  (384) 

郡長   gunchō, head of a county  (173) 

和気郡  Wakegun, Wake County  (416, 11) 

郡山   Kōriyama  (24) 

 

governor + village 

 

468 

 

 

9s 
型 

KEI; kata, type, model, mold, conventionality 

文型   bunkei, sentence pattern  (68) 

典型的  tenkeiteki, typical  (552, 551) 

元型   genkei, prototype  (106) 

模型   mokei, model  (980) 

小型   kogata, small size  (36) 

中型   chūgata, medium size  (55) 

大型   ō-gata, large size  (53) 

 



make an earthen frame 

 

469 

 

 

12s 
景 

KEI, KE, view, scene; bright 

風景   fūkei, scenery, view  (198) 

不景気  fukeiki, bad times, depression  (572, 11) 

光景   kōkei, spectacle, scene  (116) 

景色   keshiki, scenery  (145) 

景気   keiki, liveliness, business; prosperity  (11) 

景気が良い keiki ga yoi, business is brisk  (11, 598) 

 

sun + capital (phonet.: open) = open to the sun 

 

470 

 

 

7s 
芸 

GEI, arts, accomplishments, skill 

芸術   geijutsu, art  (708) 

民芸   mingei, folk art  (590) 

芸者   geisha  (298) 

手芸   shugei, handicraft  (32) 

 

person kneeling to plant a fragrant tree 

 

471 

 

 

4s 
欠 

KETSU, lack, absence; 

ka(keru), to be broken off, to lack (v.i.); 

ka(ku), to lack, to want (v.t.) 

欠点   ketten, fault  (179) 

欠席   kesseki, absence  (520) 

欠席者  kessekisha, absentee  (520, 298) 

欠乏   ketsubō, shortage  (1805) 

欠け目  kakeme, crack; flaw; fragment  (72) 

 

person with gaping mouth 

 

472 

 

 

12s 
結 

KETSU; musu(bi), end, knot; musu(bu), to tie, to 

bind, to conclude, to link; yu(u), to dress (the hair) 

結婚   kekkon, marriage  (1278) 

結果   kekka, result  (627) 

連結   renketsu, coupling, connection, linking  

(607) 

結び目  musubime, knot  (72) 

 



thread + good luck (phonet.: entwine) 

 

473 

 

 

9s 
建 

KEN, KON; ta(teru), to build, to establish; ta(tsu), to 

be built; 

~date, ~storied building 

建物   tatemono, a building  (387) 

建てる  tateru, to build 

建築   kenchiku, construction, architecture, 

building  (751) 

建設   kensetsu, building, construction  (731) 

建設する kensetsu-suru, to construct  (731) 

一戸建  ikko date, house  (1, 108) 

二階建  nikai date, two-storey building  (61, 242) 

建立   konryū, erection  (73) 

 

movement + hand holding brush = brush held erect 

 

474 

 

 

11s 
健 

KEN; suko(yaka), healthy, robust 

健康   kenkō, health  (480) 

強健な  kyōken na, robust, strong  (100) 

保険   hoken, (preservation of) health  (787) 

健全な  kenzen na, healthy, sound  (330) 

健筆家  kenpitsuka, prolific writer  (569, 83) 

 

person + erect 

 

475 

 

 

18s 
験 

KEN, effect; to examine 

試験   shiken, examination, test  (499) 

経験   keiken, experience  (658) 

経験する keiken suru, to experience, to go through  

(658) 

実験   jikken, experiment  (296) 

実験する jikken suru, to conduct an experiment  

(296) 

実験室  jikkenshitsu, laboratory for experiments  

(296, 136) 

体験する taiken suru, to experience personally  

(165) 

 



horse + examine 

 

476 

 

 

8s 
固 

KO; kata(meru), to harden, to make hard; 

kata(maru), to become hard; kata(i), hard, firm, 

solid 

固有の  koyū no, peculiar, one’s own; proper (to); 

characteristic (of)  (401) 

固体   kotai, a solid (body)  (165) 

強固   kyōko, firmness, solidity, stability  (100) 

固まり  katamari, lump, mass 

固有名詞 koyūmeishi, proper noun  (401, 71, 879) 

 

enclosure + old (phonet.: solid) 

 

477 

 

 

5s 
功 

KŌ, merits, effect, service; KU 

成功   seikō, success  (515) 

功績   kōseki, meritorious deed  (729) 

功労   kōrō, distinguished service  (610) 

功罪   kōzai, pros and cons  (686) 

 

work + strength 

 

478 

 

 

10s 
候 

KŌ; sōrō, season, weather; sign; to inquire after, to 

ask; to serve; polite suffix 

気候   kikō, climate  (11) 

天候   tenkō, weather  (58) 

候補   kōho, candidacy, candidate  (970) 

候文   sōrōbun, polite style  (68) 

 

humbly request a meeting 

 

479 

 

 

10s 
航 

KŌ, to sail on the water, to voyage 

航海   kōkai, (sea) voyage, navigation  (88) 

航海する kōkai suru, to navigate, to sail, to voyage  

(88) 

日航   Nikkō, abbreviation for 日本航空 (Nihon 

Kōkū , Japan Air Lines [JAL])  (62, 70, 15) 

航路   kōro, sea route, air route  (415) 

航空   kōkū, flight, aviation  (15) 



就航する shūkō suru, to enter service  (890) 

 

boat + high (phonet.:side) = boats side-by-side, 

pontoon = cross water 

 

480 

 

 

11s 
康 

KŌ, peace, health 

健康   kenkō, health, good health  (474) 

不健康  fukenkō, bad health  (572, 474) 

健康体  kenkōtai, healthy body  (474, 165) 

小康   shōkō, respite  (36) 

 

rice-bran 

 

481 

 

 

7s 
告 

KOKU; tsu(geru), to tell, to inform, to proclaim 

報告   hōkoku, report  (789) 

広告   kōkoku, advertisement  (114) 

公告   kōkoku, public notice  (277) 

抗告   kōkoku, complaint  (1246) 

抗告人  kōkokujin, complainant  (1246, 39) 

忠告   chūkoku, advice  (936) 

忠告者  chūkokusha, adviser  (936, 298) 

 

to proffer from the mouth 

 

482 

 

 

10s 
差 

SA, difference, remainder (math.); 

sa(su), to thrust, to insert 

差別   sabetsu, distinction, discrimination  

(579) 

差別的  sabetsuteki, discriminative  (579, 551)* 

時差ぼけ jisaboke, jet-lag  (135) 

大差   taisa, great difference  (53) 

差出人  sashidashinin, sender, addresser  (34) 

差し込む sashikomu, to insert  (1275) 

 

uneven lengths of new shoots on a plant 

*a very useful adjective to describe the free tissue 

distributors in Japan 

 



483 

 

 

11s 
菜 

SAI; na, greens, rape (vegetable) 

野菜   yasai, vegetables  (213) 

前菜   zensai, hors d’œuvre  (159) 

菜食主義 saishokushugi, vegetarianism  (146, 299, 

645) 

菜食主義者 saishokushugisha, a vegetarian  (146, 

299, 645, 298) 

菜食の  saishoku no, vegetarian  (146) 

菜の花  na-no-hana, rape blossoms  (9) 

菜種   natane, rapeseed  (503) 

菜園   saien, vegetable garden  (234) 

 

plant + reaching hand + tree 

 

484 

 

 

12s 
最 

SAI, prefix for forming superlatives; 

motto(mo), most, -est 

最大   saidai, the biggest  (53) 

最初   saisho, the first, beginning  (507) 

最後   saigo, the last  (111) 

最善   saizen, the best  (735) 

最新式  saishinshiki, latest style  (148, 295) 

 

to attack and take 

 

485 

 

 

7s 
材 

ZAI, material (for work), timber; ability, talent 

木材   mokuzai, lumber, wood  (69) 

材木   zaimoku, lumber, timber  (69) 

原材料  genzairyō, ingredient  (107, 599) 

材料   zairyō, raw material, ingredients, data  

(599) 

人材   jinzai, talented person; human resource  

(39) 

題材   daizai, subject matter  (340) 

 

tree + dam (phonet.: cut down) 

 



486 

 

 

9s 
昨 

SAKU, yesterday, ancient times 

昨日   sakujitsu, yesterday  (62) 

昨年   sakunen, last year  (64) 

昨夜   sakuya, last night  (212) 

昨晩   sakuban, last evening  (961) 

昨朝   sakuchō, yesterday morning  (175) 

 

day + make (phonet.: accumulate) 

 

487 

 

 

8s 
刷 

SATSU; su(ru), to print, to rub; 

~zuri, suffix for ‘printing’ 

印刷する insatsu suru, to print  (425) 

印刷物  insatsubutsu, printed matter  (425, 387) 

印刷所  insatsusho, printing house/shop  (425, 

312) 

校正刷り kōseizuri, proofs (printing)  (21, 41) 

刷新する sasshin suru, to reform  (148) 

謄写版刷り tōshaban-zuri, mimeograph 

(mimeographed copy)  (1658, 297, 770) 

 

wipe buttocks with cloth = print by rubbing 
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10s 
殺 

SATSU, SETSU; koro(su), to kill 

殺人   satsujin, murder, homicide  (39) 

自殺   jisatsu, suicide  (134) 

殺し屋  koroshiya, killer  (236) 

殺風景  sappūkei, tasteless, dreary  (198, 469) 

 

kill a pig 

 

489 

 

 

14s 
察 

SATSU; sas(suru), to guess, to surmise; to perceive, 

to realise; to sympathise with; to investigate; to judge 

観察   kansatsu, observation  (445) 

警察   keisatsu, police  (847) 

視察   shisatsu, inspection  (878) 

診察する shinsatsu suru, to examine/see a patient  

(1440) 

診察室  shinsatsushitsu, 

examination/consultation room  (1440, 136) 



診察券  shinsatsuken, patient’s card  (1660, 661) 

診察日  shinsatsubi, consultation/surgery day  

(1440, 62) 

察知   satchi, inference  (169) 

 

roof + worship = sacrifice = purify = open up 

 

490 

 

 

8s 
参 

SAN, three (used in legal papers); 

mai(ru), to go, to come; to attend; to be in love; to 

surrender, to be nonplussed 

参加   sanka, participation  (431) 

参観   sankan, visit  (445) 

参考   sankō, reference  (117) 

参考書  sankōsho, reference book  (117, 142) 

参議   sangi, Councillor  (454) 

 

attractive woman 

 

491 

 

 

11s 
産 

SAN, childbearing, product, fortune; 

u(mu), to give birth to, to produce 

土産   *miyage, souvenir  (60) 

産業   sangyō, industry  (260) 

産業革命 sangyōkakumei, Industrial Revolution 

(491, 260, 394) 

産物   sanbutsu, product  (387) 

出産   shussan, birth  (34) 

生産する seisan suru, to produce  (42) 

産地   sanchi, place of production  (167) 

産婦人科 sanfujinka, obstetrics and gynaecology  

(779, 39, 81) 

特産品  tokusanhin, special product  (760, 382) 

 

remember by: stand, cliff, birth/life 

 

492 

 

 

12s 
散 

SAN; chi(ru), to fall (leaves), to be scattered (v.i.); 

chi(rasu), to scatter, to disperse (v.t.); 

~san, suffix for ‘powder’ (medicine) 

散歩   sanpo, walk, stroll  (202) 

散文   sanbun, prose  (68) 



散らし  chirashi, leaflet 

解散する kaisan suru, to break up, to dissolve  

(632) 

胃散   isan, stomach acid  (424) 

 

beat hemp with sticks = pulverise = scatter 

 

493 

残 
ZAN, cruel, harm; noko(ri), remainder; noko(ru), to 

be left over, to remain; noko(su), to leave, to save 

残念   zannen, regret, disappointment  (561) 

残高   zandaka, (bank account) balance  (119) 

残業する zangyō suru, to work overtime  (260) 

残暑   zansho, late summer heat  (313) 

残金   zankin, bank account balance; surplus  

(14) 

残り物  nokorimono, remains, leftovers  (387) 

残りの  nokori no, remaining, left over 

残余の  zanyo no, remaining  (800) 

残物   zanbutsu, remnants, leavings  (387) 

残飯   zanpan, leftovers, leavings  (565) 

残部   zanbu, remainder, remnant  (384) 

残党   zantō, remnants  (946) 

残忍   zannin, brutality  (1677) 

惨酷な  zankoku na, cruel, brutal, merciless  

(1273) 

残虐な  zangyaku na, cruel, brutal  (1147) 

残留する zanryū suru, to remain, stay behind  

(805) 

 

bare bone + halberd = to kill cruelly by cutting to the 

bone 

 

494 

 

 

3s 
士 

SHI, samurai, warrior, scholar, man, figure 

力士   rikishi, sumō wrestler  (74) 

武士   bushi, samurai  (781) 

紳士   shinshi, gentleman  (1439) 

修士   shūshi, master’s degree  (704) 

学士   gakushi, bachelor degree  (10) 

代議士  daigishi, member of the Diet  (338, 454) 



士官   shikan, military officer  (441) 

勇士   yūshi, brave man, hero  (592) 

 

erect male organ 

 

495 

 

 

4s 
氏 

SHI, Mister (used as suffix); uji, family name, lineage 

氏名   shimei, full name  (71) 

氏族制度 shizokuseido, the clan or family system  

(333, 722, 356) 

諸氏   shoshi, Messrs., gentlemen  (898) 

 

496 

 

 

5s 
史 

SHI, annals, history, chronicles 

歴史   rekishi, history  (606) 

歴史家  rekishika, historian  (606, 83) 

歴史以前の rekishi izen no, prehistoric  (606, 419, 

159) 

歴史小説 rekishishōsetsu, historical novel  (606, 

36, 524) 

史上   shijō, in history, in the annals  (496) 

 

person counting out loud = recording things 

 

497 

 

 

5s 
司 

SHI, official; tsukasado(ru), to rule, to manage, to 

administer 

司会者  shikaisha, master of ceremonies; 

president  (87, 298) 

司令   shirei, order, command  (603) 

司令部  shireibu, headquarters  (603, 384) 

司法   shihō, judicature  (584) 

 

anus 

 

498 

 

 

8s 
姉 

SHI, ane, elder sister 

姉妹   shimai, ane-imōto, sisters  (207) 

姉さん  neesan,* elder sister 

長姉   chōshi, eldest daughter  (173) 

姉妹都市 shimaitoshi, sister city  (207, 355, 130) 

姉妹会社 shimaikaisha, affiliated company  (207, 

87, 137) 



姉妹品  shimaihin, companion product  (207, 

382) 

姉上   aneue, Elder Sister  (37) 

姉娘   anemusume, elder daughter  (1846) 

姉婿   anemuko, elder sister’s husband  (1477) 

 

female starting-point 

 

499 

 

 

13s 
試 

SHI; kokoro(mi), trial, test, experiment; 

kokoro(miru), to try, to attempt; tame(su), to try, to 

test, to experiment 

試験   shiken, examination  (475) 

試験官  shikenkan, examiner  (475, 441) 

試運転  shi-unten, test drive, trial run  (231, 354) 

試合   shiai, match, contest  (121) 

試みに  kokoromi ni, by way of experiment 

 

words + form (phonet.: observe) 

 

500 

 

 

13s 
辞 

JI, word, speech; 

ji(suru), to resign; to take one’s leave; to decline; 

ya(meru), to resign; to retire; to quit 

辞書   jisho, dictionary  (142) 

辞職   jishoku, resignation  (721) 

修辞学  shūjigaku, rhetoric  (704, 10) 

祝辞   shukuji, congratulatory address  (706) 

 

sharp insight = to speak to the point 

 

501 

 

 

5s 
失 

SHITSU; ushina(u), to lose, to miss 

失礼   shitsurei, impoliteness  (413) 

失敬   shikkei, rudeness  (846) 

失敗   shippai, failure  (562) 

失望   shitsubō, despair, disappointment  (585) 

失業   shitsugyō, unemployment  (260) 

 

to lose by slipping from the hand 

 



502 

 

 

10s 
借 

SHAKU; ka(ri), borrowing, debt; ka(riru), to borrow, 

to rent, to substitute temporarily, to obtain (help) 

借金   shakkin, debt, loan  (14) 

借家   shakuya, rented house  (83) 

借り物  karimono, borrowed thing  (387) 

借り主  karinushi, borrower  (299) 

拝借   haishaku, loan, borrowing  (956) 

 

person + past (phonet.: imitate) = imitate a person = 

not be the real thing = something borrowed 

 

503 

 

 

14s 
種 

SHU, kind, sort; tane, seed 

種類   shurui, sort, kind  (602) 

一種   isshu, a kind, sort  (1) 

人種   jinshu, human race  (39) 

種本   tanehon, source  (70) 

種馬   taneuma, stallion  (191) 

種無し  tanenashi, seedless  (796) 

種まき  tanemaki, sowing seed 

 

rice-plant + heavy (phonet.: slow) 

 

504 

 

 

8s 
周 

SHŪ; mawa(ri), circumference, around 

周囲   shūi, circumference, surroundings  (422) 

周辺   shūhen, perimeter, outskirts  (580) 

一周   isshū, a lap, circuit; one round  (1) 

周到な  shūtō na, circumspect; meticulous; 

thorough; careful  (1641) 

 

field full of crops 

 

505 

 

 

11s 
宿 

SHUKU; yado, inn; yado(ru), to lodge at 

新宿   Shinjuku  (148) 

宿題   shukudai, homework  (340) 

宿屋   yadoya, inn  (236) 

民宿   minshuku, pension  (590) 

宿泊   shukuhaku, stay, lodging  (1696) 

下宿   geshuku, boarding-house  (7) 

下宿する geshuku suru, to board and lodge  (7) 



下宿人  geshukunin, boarder  (7, 39) 

 

building, person + rush-mat 

 

506 

 

 

12s 
順 

JUN, order, turn; sequence; compliance 

順序   junjo, order, procedure, method; sequence  

(710) 

順番   junban, order, turn  (196) 

従順   jūjun, obedience  (891) 

順調に  junchō ni, favourably; smoothly  (348) 

順延する jun’en suru, to put off, to postpone  (814) 

 

river + head; flowing down = bowing head in 

compliance 

 

507 

 

 

7s 
初 

SHO; hatsu, first; haji(me), beginning 

最初   saisho, first  (484) 

初めて  hajimete, first time 

初秋   shoshū, early autumn  (140) 

初恋   hatsukoi, first love  (1931) 

初雪   hatsuyuki, first snow of the year  (157) 

初場所  hatsubasho, New Year Sumo Tournament  

(144, 312) 

初夢   hatsuyume, first dream of the New Year  

(1844) 

初期   shoki, first stage  (251) 

 

clothing + cut 

 

508 

 

 

11s 
唱 

SHŌ; tona(eru), to chant, to recite, to say, to preach 

独唱   dokushō, vocal solo  (763) 

合唱   gasshō, chorus  (121) 

唱歌   shōka, song, singing  (84) 

提唱   teishō, advocacy  (753) 

唱え値  tonaene, asking price  (933) 

 

mouth + raised sun = speak in a raised, intense voice 

 



509 

 

 

12s 
焼 

SHŌ; ya(ku), to burn, to bake, to grill, to toast; to 

burn with jealousy; ya(keru), to be burned, to be 

roasted; to be on fire; to be jealous 

焼肉   yakiniku, grilled meat  (365) 

すき焼き sukiyaki 

焼き鳥  yakitori, grilled chicken on skewers  

(174) 

焼け跡  yakeato, burnt remains  (1485) 

焼き立て yakitate, fresh-baked  (73) 

夕焼け  yūyake, evening glow, sunset colours  

(44) 

燃焼   nenshō, combustion  (765) 

焼失する shōshitsu suru, to be destroyed by fire, to 

be burnt down  (501) 

 

high flames 

 

510 

 

 

13s 
照 

SHŌ; te(rasu), to shine on, to compare with, to shed 

light on, to illuminate; te(ru), to shine 

参照   sanshō, reference  (490) 

照明   shōmei, illumination, lighting  (208) 

対照   taishō, contrast  (336) 

日照り  hideri, drought  (62) 

 

bright light + fire 

 

511 

 

 

15s 
賞 

SHŌ, prize; praise 

賞品   shōhin, prize (thing)  (382) 

賞金   shōkin, prize (money)  (14) 

一等賞  ittōshō, first prize  (1, 361) 

鑑賞   kanshō, appreciation  (1117) 

賞讃   shōsan, praise  (--) 

 

money + furthermore (phonet.: bestow) 

 

512 

 

 

7 or 
臣 

SHIN, JIN, retainer, subject 

臣下   shinka, vassal  (7) 

臣民   shinmin, subjects  (590) 

大臣   daijin, cabinet minister  (53) 



6 忠臣   chūshin, loyal retainer  (936) 

 

eye with large pupil = guard 

 

513 

 

 

9s 
信 

SHIN, sincerity, trust, faith; shin(zuru), to believe, to 

trust, to believe in 

信用   shin-yō, trust, confidence, belief, credit  

(215) 

迷信   meishin, superstition  (797) 

信号   shingō, signal  (281) 

通信   tsūshin, communication  (176) 

確信する kakushin suru, to be convinced  (634) 

 

person + word 

 

514 

 

 

10s 
真 

SHIN; ma, reality, quintessence; makoto, truth, 

sincerity 

写真   shashin, photograph  (297) 

写真機  shashinki, camera  (297, 453) 

真面目な majime na, serious, grave  (395, 72) 

物事を真面目に考える monokoto o majime ni 

kangaeru, to take things seriously  (387, 293, 395, 

72, 117) 

真っ直ぐに massugu* ni, straight [ahead]  (349) 

真心   magokoro, sincerity  (147) 

真の   makoto no, genuine; true; sincere; faithful 

真夏   manatsu, midsummer  (82) 

真上に  maue ni, right/ directly above  (37) 

真下に  mashita ni, right/ directly below  (7) 

真後ろに maushiro ni, right behind  (111) 

真正面に mashōmen ni, right in front [of]  (41, 

395) 

真北に  makita ni, due North  (205) 

真っ白  masshiro,* pure white  (65) 

真っ青な massao* na, deep-blue; deeply pale  (43) 

真っ赤  makka*, deep red  (46) 

真っ赤な嘘 makka* na uso, downright lie  (--) 

真っ暗な makkura* na, pitch-dark  (224) 

真っ黒な makkuro na, coal-black  (124) 



真っ昼間に mappiruma ni, in broad daylight  (172, 

92) 

真空   shinkū, vacuum  (15) 

真実   shinjitsu, truth  (296) 

真理   shinri, truth  (220) 

真人間になる maningen ni naru, to turn over a new 

leaf  (39, 92) 

 

upside-down person = dead = soul = essence = truth 

 

515 

 

 

6s 
成 

SEI, JŌ; na(ru), to become, to be completed, to 

consist of, to come to, to succeed, to achieve; to come, 

to go (honorific); na(su), to do, to perform 

成田   Narita  (59) 

平成   Heisei  (388) 

成長   seichō, growth  (173) 

成育   sei’iku, growth  (227) 

成人   seijin, adult  (39) 

成人の日 seijin no hi, Coming of Age Day  (39, 62) 

成り立ち naritachi, formation  (73) 

成分   seibun, component  (199) 

成功する seikō suru, to succeed, to be successful  

(477) 

成績表  seisekihyō, school report card  (729, 379) 

完成   kansei, completion  (440) 

賛成   sansei, agreement, approval  (690) 

 

exact + halberd = made/trimmed right 

 

516 

 

 

9s 
省 

SEI, look, examine; SHŌ, suffix for ‘government 

department’ 

habu(ku), to omit; to exclude; to remove; to cut down 

(expenses); to save; to reduce; 

kaeri(miru), to look back; to reflect (upon oneself) 

省略   shōryaku, omission  (804) 

外務省  Gaimushō, Japanese Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs  (91, 795) 

厚生省  Kōseishō, Welfare Ministry  (672, 42) 

反省   hansei, self-examination, reflection; 



re-consideraiton  (371) 

 

eye + few: to narrow one’s eyes = to scrutinise 

 

517 

 

 

11s 
清 

SEI, SHŌ; kiyo(i), kiyo(raka), pure, clean; 

kiyo(meru), to purify; to cleanse; to absolve 

清潔   seiketsu, cleanliness  (659) 

清浄   seijō, shōjō, purity  (1417) 

清水   shimizu,* spring water  (40) 

清書   seisho, fair copy  (142) 

血清   kessei, (blood) serum  (270) 

 

water + blue/green (phonet.: clean, clear) 

 

518 

 

 

13s 
勢 

SEI; ikio(i), force, vigour, power, influence 

勢力   seiryoku, power, influence  (74) 

大勢   taisei, general trend; 

     ōzei (no), a multitude of, many  (53) 

大勢の家族 ōzei no kazoku, large family  (53, 83, 

333) 

大勢の前で ōzei no mae de, in public  (53, 159) 

軍勢   gunzei, troops; forces  (466) 

勢いよく ikioiyoku, vigorously 

 

strength + kneeling to plant a tree 

 

519 

 

 

14s 
静 

SEI, JŌ; shizu(ka), quiet, silent, peaceful; 

shizu(maru), to become quiet; shizu(meru), to make 

calm, to soothe 

静けさ  shizukesa,* quietude 

静止   seishi, stillness, standstill  (129) 

静物   seibutsu, still life  (387) 

静脈   jōmyaku, vein  (589) 

安静   ansei, repose  (223) 

 

blue/green + conflict; fresh + stop and stay = 

desirable lack of movement  

 



520 

 

 

10s 
席 

SEKI, seat, place 

出席   shusseki, attendance, presence  (34) 

欠席   kesseki, absence  (471) 

座席   zaseki, seat  (870) 

空席   kūseki, empty seat  (15) 

席に着く seki ni tsuku, to take one’s seat  (343) 

席を争う seki o arasou, to scramble for seats  

(529) 

 

521 

 

 

16s 
積 

SEKI, product (math.); tsumo(ri), intention; 

tsu(mu), to pile up, to load, to accumulate (v.t.); 

tsumo(ru), to be piled up 

面積   menseki, area, dimensions  (395) 

積雪   sekisetsu, snow depth  (157) 

積極的な sekkyokuteki na, positive, active, 

progressive, constructive  (464, 551) 

積荷   tsumini, cargo, load  (239) 

 

rice-plant + blame (phonet.: gather) 

 

522 

 

 

7s 
折 

SETSU; ori, o(ru), to break, to fold, to bend; o(reru), 

to break; to be broken 

折り紙  origami 

折り目  orime, fold, crease  (72) 

屈折   kussetsu, refraction  (1188) 

屈折語  kussetsugo, inflectional language  (1188, 

112) 

曲折   kyokusetsu, windings; complications  

(261) 

折合い  oriai, compromise; agreement  (121) 

折合いをつける oriai o tsukeru, to reach a 

compromise  (121) 

折合いが良い  oriai ga yoi, to be on good terms 

[with] (121, 598) 

 

523 

 

 

13s 
節 

SETSU, SECHI, paragraph, season, time, stanza, 

section, period; fushi, joint, knot, tune 

節約   setsuyaku, economy, frugality, thrift  

(591) 



節約する setsuyaku suru, to economise, to cut 

down  (591) 

節倹   sekken, thrift  (1213) 

調節   chōsetsu, adjustment, regulation  (348) 

使節   shisetsu, delegate, envoy  (287) 

施設として行く shisetsu to shite iku, to go on a 

[cultural] mission  (287, 118) 

関節   kansetsu, joint  (444) 

関節炎  kansetsuen, arthritis  (444, 1024) 

節穴   fushiana, knothole  (849) 

節度   setsudo, moderation  (356) 

節電する setsuden suru, to save electricity  (180) 

節水する sessui suru, to save water  (40) 

節減する setsugen suru, to curtail; to reduce  (667) 

節酒   sesshu, drinking  (302) 

節食   sesshoku, eating  (146) 

節制   sessei, temperance  (722) 

節句   sekku, (seasonal) festival  (655) 

 

ordered division of bamboo 

 

524 

 

 

14s 
説 

SETSU, opinion, theory; 

to(ku), to explain, to persuade, to preach 

説明   setsumei, explanation  (208) 

説明書  setsumeisho, manual  (208, 142) 

伝説   densetsu, legend, tradition  (553) 

伝説によれば densetsu ni yoreba, According to 

tradition…  (553) 

小説   shōsetsu, novel  (36) 

小説家  shōsetsuka, novelist  (36, 83) 

ニュ－ス解説 nyūsu kaisetsu, news commentary  

(632) 

学説   gakusetsu, theory; doctrine  (10) 

社説   shasetsu, editorial  (137) 

 

speak while issuing constructive words 

 



525 

 

 

9s 
浅 

SEN; asa(i), shallow, light 

浅見   senken, superficial/shallow view  (18) 

浅薄な  senpaku na, shallow; superficial; frivolous  

(1699) 

遠浅   tōasa, shoaling beach  (79) 

浅瀬   asase, shallows  (1469) 

浅黄   asagi, light yellow  (120) 

 

water reduced to a small amount 

 

526 

 

 

13s 
戦 

SEN; tataka(i), fight, war, struggle; tataka(u), to 

fight, to make war, to struggle, to compete in games; 

ikusa, war, battle 

戦争   sensō, war  (529) 

大戦   taisen, major war  (53) 

終戦   shūsen, end of a war  (306) 

終戦後の shūsen ato no, postwar  (306, 111) 

戦場   senjō, battlefield, battleground  (144) 

作戦   sakusen, strategy; tactics  (127) 

戦い抜く tatakainuku, to fight to the last  (1708) 

戦いに勝つ  tatakai ni katsu, to win a battle  

(319) 

戦いに負ける tatakai ni makeru, to lose a battle  

(383) 

 

two weapons 

 

527 

 

 

15s 
選 

SEN; era(bu), yo(ru), to choose, to select 

選挙   senkyo, election  (458) 

選挙を行う senkyo o okonau, to hold an election  

(458, 118) 

選手   senshu, player  (32) 

選択する sentaku suru, to choose  (1551) 

選択科目 sentaku kamoku, optional (elective) 

subject  (1551, 81, 72) 

当選する tōsen suru, to be elected, to be returned  

(183) 

当選小説 tōsenshōsetsu, prize-winning novel  (183, 

36, 524) 



選び出す erabidasu, to pick out  (34) 

自然選択 shizensentaku, natural selection  (134, 

528, 1551) 

 

follow someone along a road 

 

528 

 

 

12s 
然 

ZEN, NEN; shika(shi), yes, but, however; shika(ru) 

ni, whereas, at the same time 

自然   shizen, nature  (134) 

自然に・と shizen ni/to, naturally, instinctively, 

spontaneously  (134) 

自然選択 shizensentaku, natural selection  (134, 

527, 1551) 

当然   tōzen, rightly, naturally, necessarily, as a 

matter of course  (183) 

当然の事 tōzen no koto, a matter of course  (183, 

293) 

然るべく shikarubeku, duly, properly, as one thinks 

fit 

天然   tennen, nature  (58) 

天然痘  tennentō, smallpox  (58, 1654) 

 

meat + dog + fire 

 

529 

 

 

6s 
争 

SŌ; araso(i), quarrel, dispute, conflict, competition; 

araso(u), to struggle, to dispute, to quarrel 

競争   kyōsō, competition  (463) 

競争者  kyōsōsha, competitor; rival  (463, 298) 

戦争   sensō, war  (526) 

戦争に勝つ  sensō ni katsu, to win a war  (526, 

319) 

戦争に負ける sensō ni makeru, to lose a war  (526, 

383) 

言い争う ii-arasou, to quarrel  (274) 

争奪   sōdatsu, competition; struggle  (1561) 

争奪戦  sōdatsusen, contest  (1561, 526) 

 

to take hold of and restrain 

 



530 

 

 

9s 
相 

SŌ, appearance, aspect, phase; 

SHŌ, minister of state; 

ai, one another, mutual 

相談   sōdan, consultation, discussion, 

conference  (543) 

相談がまとまる sōdan ga matomaru, to come to an 

agreement  (543) 

首相   shushō, prime minister  (139) 

相手   aite, companion, the other party, 

opponent  (32) 

相続   sōzoku, inheritance  (536) 

 

tree + eye = cautious observation 

 

531 

 

 

10s 
倉 

SŌ; kura, warehouse 

倉庫   sōko, warehouse  (275) 

倉皇   sōkō, bustle  (861) 

船倉   sensō, (ship’s) hold  (158) 

米倉   komegura, rice granary  (201) 

倉荷   kurani, warehouse goods  (239) 

 

what is covered and behind a door 

 

532 

 

 

13s 
想 

SŌ, SO, idea, thought 

想像   sōzō, imagination; fancy; conjecture  

(740) 

想像が当たる sōzō ga ataru, to guess right  (740, 

183) 

理想   risō, ideal  (220) 

理想化する risō kasuru, to idealise  (220, 238) 

理想的な risōteki na, ideal  (220, 552) 

理想主義者 risōshugisha, idealist  (220, 299, 645) 

理想郷  risōkyō, Utopia  (220, 841) 

予想   yosō, expectation  (403) 

着想   chakusō, concept; idea  (343) 

愛想   aiso, affability; sociability; compliments  

(417) 

愛想を言う aiso o iu, to say nice things  (417, 274) 

愛想のない aiso no nai, unsociable; cold  (417) 



 

examine carefully in one’s heart 

 

533 

 

 

12s 
象 

ZŌ, elephant; SHŌ, image 

対象   taishō, object [of]  (336) 

印象   inshō, impression  (425) 

印象派  inshōha, Impressionist   (425, 955) 

象げ   zōge, ivory 

象徴   shōchō, symbol  (1596) 

象徴する shōchō suru, to symbolise  (1596) 

象徴的  shōchōteki, symbolic(al)  (1596, 551) 

象徴主義 shōchōshugi, symbolism  (1596, 299, 

645) 

 

534 

 

 

10s 
速 

SOKU; haya(i), speedy, quick; sumi(yaka), quick, 

fast, rapid 

速度   sokudo, speed, velocity  (356) 

時速   jisoku, speed per hour  (135) 

速記   sokki, shorthand  (95) 

速記者  sokkisha, stenographer  (95, 298) 

速達   sokutatsu, express mail, special delivery  

(541) 

高速道路 kōsokudōro, freeway, expressway  (119, 

188, 415) 

速度を減じる sokudo o genjiru, to slow down  

(356, 667) 

速度を増す sokudo o masu, to gather speed  (356, 

741) 

速度を落す sokudo o otosu, to reduce speed  (356, 

408) 

速度を上げる sokudo o ageru, to increase speed  

(356, 37) 

速断する sokudan suru, to decide hastily; to jump 

to a conclusion  (750) 

速読する sokudoku suru, to read fast  (189) 

速写   sokusha, snapshot  (297) 

速成科  sokuseika, intensive course  (515, 81) 

 

 



controlled hurrying movement 

 

535 

 

 

11s 
側 

SOKU; kawa [gawa], soba, side 

内側   uchigawa, the inside  (364) 

右側   migigawa, usoku, right side  (2) 

側面   sokumen, the side, flank  (395) 

側仕え  sobazukae, valet  (285) 

 

person + model 

 

536 

 

 

13s 
続 

ZOKU; tsuzu(ki), continuation, sequel, range; 

tsuzu(ku), to continue, to follow, to last (v.i.); 

tsuzu(keru), to continue, to resume (v.t.) 

続出   zokushutsu, successive occurrence  (34) 

続発する zokuhatsu suru, to happen in succession  

(370) 

続々   zokuzoku, successively, one after another 

続篇   zokuhen, sequel 

手続   tetsuzuki, procedure  (32) 

連続   renzoku, continuity  (607) 

相続   sōzoku, inheritance  (530) 

続演する zokuen suru, to run [play]  (621) 

続映する zokuei suru, to run [film]  (813) 

 

thread + sell (phonet.) = join threads of equal length 

 

537 

 

 

8s 
卒 

SOTSU, a private, common soldier; end, finish 

卒業   sotsugyō, graduation  (260) 

卒業生  sotsugyōsei, graduate  (260, 42) 

卒業式  sotsugyōshiki, graducation ceremony  

(260, 295) 

卒業証書 sotsugyōshōsho, graduation diploma  

(260, 715, 142) 

卒業論文 sotsugyōronbun, graduation thesis  

(260, 996, 68) 

兵卒   heisotsu, private (soldier)  (578) 

卒去   sokkyo, death  (258) 

卒倒する sottō suru, to swoon, to faint  (1643) 

卒中   socchu, apoplexy  (55) 



 

marked clothing 

 

538 

 

 

10s 
孫 

SON; mago, grandchildren, descendants 

子孫   shison, descendants  (25) 

孫娘   magomusume, grand-daughter  (1846) 

孫引き  magobiki, requotation  (77) 

 

child + short thread = very short thread 

 

539 

 

 

10s 
帯 

TAI; obi, girdle, belt; o(biru), to wear 

地帯   chitai, zone  (167) 

熱帯   nettai, torrid zone, tropics  (560) 

熱帯魚  nettaigyo, tropical fish  (560, 98) 

帯封   obifū, half-wrapper [for books]  (1762) 

 

540 

 

 

12s 
隊 

TAI, a party, a corps, band, unit 

兵隊   heitai, soldier  (578) 

軍隊   guntai, army  (466) 

部隊   butai, troop  (384) 

自衛隊  jieitai, Self-Defence Forces  (134, 617) 

楽隊   gakutai, (musical) band  (218) 

隊長   taichō, captain, commander, leader  

(173) 

 

hill + pigs moving 

 

541 

 

 

12s 
達 

TATSU; tas(suru), to arrive, to reach, to attain (one’s 

object); -tachi, plural suffix 

人達   hitotachi, people  (39) 

発達   hattatsu, development  (370) 

配達   haitatsu, delivery  (368) 

達人   tatsujin, an expert  (39) 

達成する tassei suru, to accomplish, to achieve  

(515) 

達者な  tassha na, healthy; strong; skilful; 

proficient  (298) 

 

movement + sheep 



 

542 

 

 

9s 
単 

TAN, single; simple 

単純な  tanjun na, simple  (895) 

簡単   kantan, simple, easy  (829) 

単位   tan’i, unit  (421) 

単価   tanka, unit price  (626) 

単独で  tandoku de, independently; individually; 

alone; by oneself  (763) 

 

543 

 

 

15s 
談 

DAN, talk, conversation 

相談   sōdan, consultation  (530) 

相談役  sōdanyaku, adviser  (530, 397) 

会談   kaidan, conference  (87) 

談話   danwa, conversation, talk  (221) 

歓談   kandan, pleasant chat  (639) 

談判   danpan, negotiation; parley  (769) 

談笑する danshō suru, to chat  (900) 

談じる  danjiru, to discuss 

談じるに足らない danjiru ni taranai, to be not 

worth mentioning 

 

words + leaping flames 

 

544 

 

 

8s 
治 

CHI, JI; osa(meru), to rule over, to govern; to quell; 

osa(maru), to calm down; to be settled; 

nao(su), to cure 

政治   seiji, politics, administration  (724) 

自治   jichi, self-government  (134) 

治安   chian, public order  (223) 

治療   chiryō, remedy  (1911) 

明治   Meiji  (208) 

 

waves + platform + self: to bring water to oneself 

 

545 

 

 

13s 
置 

CHI; o(ku), to put, to place 

位置   ichi, position  (421) 

置物   okimono, ornament (for a tokonoma)  

(387) 

置き場  okiba, repository  (144) 



物置   mono-oki, storeroom  (387) 

放置する hōchi suru, to leave/let alone; to neglect  

(391) 

 

set up a net directly 

 

546 

 

 

12s 
貯 

CHO; takuwa(eru), to store, to save 

貯水池  chosuichi, reservoir  (40, 168) 

貯蔵   chozō, storage  (923) 

貯金   chokin, savings  (14) 

 

money + frame for storing 

 

547 

 

 

13s 
腸 

CHŌ, harawata, the intestines 

盲腸   mōchō, (vermiform) appendix  (1852) 

大腸   daichō, large intestine  (53) 

腸カタル chōkataru, intestinal catarrh 

腸線   chōsen, (cat) gut  (329) 

腸炎   chōen, enteritis  (1024) 

 

flesh + rising sun (phonet.) = long passage in the 

body 

 

548 

 

 

7s 
低 

TEI; hiku(i), low, short 

最低の  saitei, lowest; minimum  (484) 

最低賃金 saiteichingin, minimum wage  (484, 

942) 

低気圧  tei-kiatsu, low atmospheric pressure  (11, 

612) 

低落   teiraku, decline  (408) 

低空   teikū, low altitude  (15) 

低地   teichi, low ground  (167) 

 

people at bottom of hill 

 

549 

 

 

8s 
底 

TEI; soko, bottom, base, depth 

谷底   tanizoko, bottom of a ravine  (122) 

海底   kaitei, seabed  (88) 

奥底   okusoko, depths  (1038) 



底流   teiryū, undercurrent  (409) 

徹底的  tetteiteki, thoroughgoing, out-and-out  

(1629, 551) 

底意   sokoi, secret (malicious) intention 

底気味の悪い sokokimi no warui, ominous  (11, 

393, 222) 

 

building at bottom of hill 

 

550 

 

 

11s 
停 

TEI, stop 

停止   teishi, stoppage, suspension  (129) 

一時停止 ichiji teishi, temporary/momentary 

stoppage  (1, 135, 129) 

停電   teiden, power-cut  (180) 

バス停  basutei, bus stop 

停車所  teishajo, station  (31, 312) 

停留所  teiryūjo, stopping place, bus stop  (805, 

312) 

各駅停車 kakueki teisha, local train 

(each-station-stop)  (438, 233, 31) 

 

person + inn 

 

551 

 

 

8s 
的 

TEKI, -like, similar; suffix for forming adjectives from 

nouns; 

mato, mark, target 

目的   mokuteki, purpose  (72) 

理想的  risōteki, ideal  (220, 532) 

世界的  sekaiteki, international, world-wide  

(327, 240) 

社会的  shakaiteki, social  (137, 87) 

的外れの matohazure no, irrelevant, off the point  

(91) 

的を当てる mato o ateru, to hit the mark  (183) 

的を外す  mato o hazusu, to miss the mark  (91) 

 

white + ladle = something conspicuous and set apart 

= to set apart = to classify = likeness 

 



552 

 

 

8s 
典 

TEN; nori, code, rule; precedent; ceremony, 

celebration 

辞典   jiten, dictionary  (500) 

古典   koten, classics  (109) 

典拠   tenkyo, authority  (1155) 

典型   tenkei, type, model  (468) 

祭典   saiten, festival, rite  (283) 

 

collection of written material on a desk 

 

553 

 

 

6s 
伝 

DEN; tsuta(eru), to report, to impart, to convey, to 

transmit; 

tsuta(waru), to be reported, imparted, conveyed, 

transmitted 

伝記   denki, biography  (95) 

伝染病  densenbyō, contagious/infectious disease  

(917, 381) 

伝染   densen, infection; contagion  (917) 

伝説   densetsu, legend  (524) 

宣伝   senden, propaganda  (913) 

 

rotate amongst people 

 

554 

 

 

10s 
徒 

TO, companion; follower; ada, itazura, futility 

生徒   seito, pupil, student  (42) 

徒歩   toho, going on foot  (202) 

徒歩者  tohosha, pedestrian  (202, 298) 

徒競走  tokyōsō, running match  (463, 161) 

徒花   adabana, wasted effort  (9)  

(futile-flower) 

徒な   ada na, vain; useless; ephemeral 

徒に   itazura ni, ada ni, in vain; to no purpose 

 

movement + run.  Originally: someone who went on 

foot 

 



555 

 

 

7s 
努 

DO; tsuto(meru), to make efforts, try, endeavour 

努力   doryoku, effort  (74) 

努力家  doryokuka, hard worker  (74, 83) 

努めて  tsutomete, to the best of one’s ability 

 

strength + slave 

 

556 

 

 

6s 
灯 

TŌ, hi, light, lamp 

電灯   dentō, electric light  (180) 

灯台   tōdai, lighthouse  (166) 

街灯   gaitō, street lamp  (819) 

安全灯  anzentō, safety lamp  (223, 330) 

懐中電灯 kaichūdentō, flashlight, electric torch  

(1067, 55, 180) 

 

fire + exactly 

The old form of this character is: 燈: fire + climb, fire 

atop a pedestal. 

 

557 

 

 

11s 
堂 

DŌ, temple, hall 

食堂   shokudō, dining hall  (146) 

講堂   kōdō, auditorium  (676) 

公会堂  kōkaidō, town hall, public hall  (277, 87) 

国会議事堂 Kokkai-gijidō, the Diet Building  (123, 

87, 454, 293) 

堂々と  dōdō to, with dignity; in a grand manner 

 

558 

 

 

13s 
働 

DŌ; hatara(ki), work; hatara(ku), to work, to do 

(evil), to come into play 

労働   rōdō, labour  (610) 

労働者  rōdōsha, labourer  (610, 298) 

働き手  hatarakite, bread winner, worker  (32) 

働き者  hatarakimono, hard worker  (298) 

 

a character made in Japan 

person + move = to be on the go 

 

 



559 

 

 

8s 
毒 

DOKU, poison 

気の毒な ki-no-doku na, pitiable, unfortunate  (11) 

食中毒  shokuchūdoku, food poisoning  (146, 55) 

有毒な  yūdoku na, poisonous  (401) 

毒草   dokusō, poisonous herb  (162) 

中毒   chūdoku, poisoning  (55) 

 

life-giving plant = powerful herb 

 

560 

 

 

15s 
熱 

NETSU, heat, fever, craze, zeal; nes(suru), to heat, to 

become hot; atsu(i), hot 

熱病   netsubyō, fever  (381) 

熱心   nesshin, zeal, fervour  (147) 

熱帯   nettai, tropics  (539) 

熱力学  netsurikigaku, thermodynamics  (74, 10) 

 

fire + person kneeling holding a stick 

 

561 

 

 

8s 
念 

NEN, thought, concern; feeling, desire 

残念   zannen, regret, disappointment  (493) 

念仏   nenbutsu, Buddhist prayer  (784) 

記念   kinen, commemoration  (95) 

念力   nenriki, will  (74) 

念願   nengan, one’s heart’s desire  (446) 

念入りな nen’iri na, careful  (63) 

 

something firmly possessed and covered in the heart 
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11s 
敗 

HAI, yabu(reru), to be defeated 

敗戦   haisen, lost battle  (526) 

腐敗   fuhai, putrefaction, corruption  (1755) 

失敗   shippai, failure  (501) 

敗走   haisō, rout  (161) 

敗北主義 haibokushugi, defeatism  (205, 299, 645) 

 

money + striking hand = to attack and damage 

someone’s assets 
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10s 
倍 

BAI, two times, double, -fold; suffix denoting ‘times’ 

数倍   sūbai, several times  (151) 

何倍   nanbai, how many times?  (**) 

五倍   gobai, fivefold  (19) 

倍加   baika, doubling  (431) 

倍率   bairitsu, magnifying power  (803) 

倍数   baisū, multiple  (151) 

 

two persons turning their back on one another 
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12s 
博 

HAKU, learned; to spread; to gain; abundant, 

extensive 

博物館  hakubutsukan, museum  (387) 

博士   hakase,* hakushi, doctoral degree; doctor  

(494) 

工学博士 kōgaku hakushi, Doctor of Engineering  

(113, 10, 494) 

博覧会  hakurankai, exposition  (991, 87) 

博徒   bakuto, gambler  (554) 

 

10 + spread = spread fingers of hand = acquire 
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12s 
飯 

HAN; meshi, boiled rice, a meal, food 

御飯   gohan, rice, food  (1158) 

朝飯   asahan, asameshi breakfast  (175) 

昼飯   hirumeshi, lunch  (meshi =vulgar term)  

(172) 

夕飯   yūhan, yūmeshi, supper  (44) 

 

eat + oppose (turn hand over) 
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9s 
飛 

HI; to(bu), to fly 

飛行機  hikōki, airplane  (118, 453) 

飛行場  hikōjō, airport  (118, 144) 

飛び込む tobikomu, to jump in, to dive into, to rush 

in  (1275) 

飛び出す tobidasu, to jump out  (34) 

飛語   higo, wild rumour  (221) 
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12s 
費 

HI; tsui(yasu), to spend 

旅費   ryohi, travelling expenses  (410) 

生活費  seikatsuhi, cost of living  (42, 244) 

交通費  kōtsūhi, transportation expenses  (115, 

176) 

食費   shokuhi, food expenses  (146) 

学費   gakuhi, school expenses  (10) 

会費   kaihi, membership fee  (87) 

国費   kokuhi, national expenditure  (123) 

私費   shihi, private expense  (876) 

実費   jippi, actual expense  (296) 

消費者  shōhisha, consumer  (316, 298) 

出費   shuppi, expenditure  (34) 

費用   hiyō, expense, costs  (215) 

 

money + not (disperse) 
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5s 
必 

HITSU; kanara(zu), without fail, by all means, 

invariably, necessarily 

必要   hitsuyō, need  (593) 

必死の  hisshi no, desperate  (286) 

必然の  hitsuzen no, inevitable  (528) 

必勝   hisshō, sure victory  (319) 

 

halberd between two poles 
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12s 
筆 

HITSU; fude, writing brush 

万年筆 mannenhitsu, fountain pen  (392, 64) 

鉛筆  enpitsu, pencil  (1029) 

筆者  hissha, writer  (298) 

筆使い fudezukai, penmanship  (287) 

 

bamboo + brush in hand 
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11s 
票 

HYŌ, vote; label, sig287n 

投票  tōhyō, voting  (357) 

伝票  denpyō, chit, slip  (553) 

表決  hyōketsu, vote  (271) 

五十票 gojippyō, 50 votes  (19, 33) 



 

flames + neck (phonet.: leap) 
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15s 
標 

HYŌ, shirushi, mark, sign(post); to write down, to 

express 

目標   mokuhyō, mark, object  (72) 

標本   hyōhon, specimen  (70) 

標準   hyōjun, standard  (709) 

標識   hyōshiki, signal  (698) 

標語   hyōgo, motto  (112) 

里程標  riteihyō, milestone  (219, 754) 

 

tree + sign = tip of tall tree = landmark 
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4s 
不 

FU, BU, dis-, in-, un-, mal-, ill-, not 

不便な  fuben na, inconvenient  (582) 

不自由  fujiyū, inconvenience, want  (134, 399) 

不平   fuhei, discontent, complaint  (388) 

不幸   fukō, misfortune, unhappiness, death  

(279) 

普通   futsū, interruption [of traffic or telephone 

service]  (176) 

不用品  fuyōhin, unnecessary/useless goods  

(215, 382) 

不可   fuka, failure (in a school subject)  (816) 

不可を取る fuka o toru, to fail  (816, 301) 

不足する fusoku suru, to be insufficient, to lack  

(51) 

不明な  fumei na, unclear; uncertain; unknown  

(208) 

不気味な bukimi na, weird  (11, 393) 
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4s 
夫 

FU, FŪ, otto, husband, man 

夫人   fujin, married lady, Mrs.  (39) 

夫婦   fūfu, husband and wife, married couple  

(779) 

人夫   ninpu, labourer  (39) 

工夫   kōfu, labourer  (113) 

 



big male with ornamental hairpin 
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5s 
付 

FU; tsu(ku), to adhere, to stick; tsu(keru), to attach, 

to stick, to apply 

受付   uketsuke, reception desk; acceptance  

(303) 

時間外受付 jikangai uketsuke, reception before and 

after office hours  (135, 92, 91, 303) 

付き合う tsukiau, to associate with  (121) 

名付ける nazukeru, to name; to christen; to entitle  

(71) 

寄付   kifu, contribution  (642) 

付近   fukin, neighbourhood  (103) 

付録   furoku, supplement, appendix  (611) 

付属病院 fuzoku byōin, hospital attached to ~  

(744, 381, 229) 

交付する kōfu suru, to deliver/issue (a certificate)  

(115) 

付着   fuchaku, adhesion  (343) 

 

person + hand holding = to reach out and give 

something 
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府 

FU, urban prefecture, government centre 

政府   seifu, government  (724) 

首府   shufu, capital  (139) 

府県   fuken, prefectures  (273) 

京都府  Kyōtofu, Kyoto Prefecture  (99, 355) 

 

large building + attach = storehouse 
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11s 
副 

FUKU, vice-, sub-, deputy-, secondary 

副詞   fukushi, adverb  (879) 

副会長  fukukaichō, vice-president (of a society)  

(87, 173) 

副領事  fukuryōji, vice-consul  (806, 293) 

副業   fukugyō, side job  (260) 

 

full (phonet.: wide open) + cut = cut wide open = 



duplicate 
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10s 
粉 

FUN; kona, ko, powder 

花粉   kafun, pollen  (9)  (flower-powder) 

粉々   konagona, fragments 

火の粉  hi-no-ko, spark  (8) 

小麦粉  komugiko, wheat flour  (36, 194) 

製粉業  seifungyō, milling industry  (726, 260) 

麦粉   mugiko, wheat flour  (194) 

 

rice + divide = reduce rice to powder 
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7s 
兵 

HEI, HYŌ, soldier 

兵隊   heitai, soldier  (540) 

兵器   heiki, weapon; arms  (452) 

兵士   heishi, soldier  (494) 

歩兵   hohei, infantry  (202) 

 

axe held with both hands 

 

579 

 

 

7s 
別 

BETSU, distinction, exception; different, particular; 

waka(reru), to part (from), to diverge, be split; to 

fork 

特別の  tokubetsu no, special; particular; 

extraordinary  (760) 

別問題  betsumondai, another question/matter  

(396, 340) 

別名   betsumei, alias  (71) 

別れ   wakare, parting, separation 

 

cut through a bone = chop up 
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5s 
辺 

HEN; ata(ri), side, neighbourhood 

近辺   kinpen, neighbourhood, vicinity  (103) 

川辺   kawabe, riverside  (48) 

底辺   teihen, the base (geom.)  (549) 

周辺   shūhen, outskirts  (504) 

辺境   henkyō, frontier  (651) 

 



move with uncertainty along a boundary 
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9s 
変 

HEN, odd; disturbance, accident, change; 

ka(waru), to change, to be uncommon, to move (v.i.); 

ka(eru), to change, to reform 

大変   taihen, very  (53) 

大変な  taihen na, serious, great, terrible  (53) 

変な人  hen na hito, peculiar person  (39) 

変化   henka, change, variety, conjugation  

(238) 

変成   hensei, metamorphosis  (515) 

不変の  fuhen no, unchangeable  (572) 

変わり者 kawarimono, an eccentric  (298) 

 

coerce someone into reversing something 

complicated 
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9s 
便 

BEN, convenience, bodily waste; 

BIN, mail 

郵便局  yūbinkyoku, post office  (983, 262) 

郵便   yūbin, mail  (983) 

便利な  benri na, convenient  (596) 

航空便  kōkūbin, air mail  (479, 15) 

船便   funabin, surface/sea mail  (158) 

宅急便  takkyūbin, rapid door-to-door delivery  

(928, 254) 

便り   tayori, letter; correspondence; news 

便所   benjo, loo, john  (312) 

定期便  teikibin, regular service flight, scheduled 

flight  (351, 251) 

学内便  gakunaibin, campus mail  (10, 364) 

 

person + change (phonet.: servant) = efficient servant 

= service 
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5s 
包 

HŌ; tsutsu(mu), to wrap, to cover, to envelop 

小包   kozutsumi, parcel  (36) 

包み紙  tsutsumigami, wrapping paper  (132) 

包囲   hōi, encirclement; siege  (422) 



 

embryo in the womb 
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8s 
法 

HŌ, HATSU, law, doctrine, reason, method 

文法   bunpō, grammar  (68) 

方法   hōhō, way, method  (204) 

法律   hōritsu, law  (993) 

法学   hōgaku, jurisprudence  (10) 

法学部  hōgakubu, Faculty of Law  (10, 384) 

用法   yōhō, manner of use; instructions for use  

(215) 

不法な  fuhō na, illegal; unlawful; wrongful  

(572) 

使用法  shiyōhō, directions for use  (287, 215) 

料理法  ryōrihō, how to cook  (599, 220) 

調理法  chōrihō, how to cook  (348, 220) 

 

water + leave: tight-lidded secure container of water 
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11s 
望 

BŌ, MŌ; nozo(mi), desire, wish, hope; 

nozo(mu), to desire, to wish, to hope 

希望   kibō, hope, wish  (447) 

失望   shitsubō, disappointment; despair  (501) 

失望させる shitsubō saseru, to disappoint  (501) 

失望的な shitsubōteki na, disappointing  (501, 551) 

願望   ganbō, wish  (446) 

絶望   zetsubō, despair  (733) 

 

person standing on the ground and gazing at the 

moon 
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8s 
牧 

BOKU; maki, pasture 

牧場   bokujō, makiba, pasture; meadow; ranch  

(144) 

牧草   bokusō, grass  (162) 

放牧   hōboku, grazing  (391) 

牧場鳥  makibatori, meadowlark  (144, 174) 

 

cow + strike with stick 
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5s 
末 

MATSU, BATSU; sue, end, tip; future 

週末   shūmatsu, weekend  (308) 

末っ子  suekko,* youngest child  (25) 

月末   getsumatsu, end of the month  (16) 

始末   shimatsu, outcome; management; 

circumstances  (288) 

始末書  shimatsusho, written apology  (288, 142) 

世紀末  seikimatsu, fin de siècle  (327, 449) 

 

tree-top 
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満 
MAN, fullness; 

mi(chiru), to fill (v.i.), to rise (tide), to wax (moon); 

mi(tasu), to fill (up – e.g. cup with water); to satisfy 

満員である man-in de aru, to be full, to be filled to 

capacity  (228) 

満月   mangetsu, full moon  (16) 

満足   manzoku, satisfaction  (51) 

満足させる manzoku saseru, to satisfy  (51) 

満足な  manzoku na, satisfactory; complete; 

sufficient  (51) 

満点の  manten no, perfect  (179) 

満潮   manchō, full tide  (941) 

満七歳  man-shichisai, full seven years old  (30, 

1294) 

満州   Manshū, Manchuria 

満開である mankai de aru, to be in full bloom  

(241) 

満腹である manpuku de aru, to have eaten enough  

(965) 

 

gourd full of water 
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10s 
脈 

MYAKU, vein, pulse, hope, range 

山脈   sanmyaku, mountain range  (24) 

静脈   jōmyaku, (blood) vein  (519) 

鉱脈   kōmyaku, vein of ore  (674) 

脈管   myakkan, blood-vessel  (443) 



 

tributaries of the body 
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5s 
民 

MIN; tami, people, populace, subjects 

市民   shimin, townsman  (130) 

国民   kokumin, nation  (123) 

民族   minzoku, race  (590) 

民間の  minkan no, private  (92) 

民主主義 minshushugi, democracy  (299, 299, 

645) 
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9s 
約 

YAKU, promise; abridgement; 

approximately, about (prefix) 

約束   yakusoku, promise, appointment, 

regulations  (1535) 

予約   yoyaku, subscription, pre-engagement  

(403) 

節約する setsuyaku suru, to economise; to cut 

down; to save  (523) 

約四十分 yakuyonjippun, about forty minutes  

(26, 33, 199) 

約五十人 yakugojūnin, about fifty people  (19, 33, 

39) 

 

thread + ladle (phonet.: tie tightly) 
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9s 
勇 

YŪ; isa(mashii), brave; isa(mu), to be elated 

勇気   yūki, courage  (11) 

勇者   yūsha, hero  (298) 

勇士   yūshi, brave man  (494) 

勇敢   yūkan, bravery  (1106) 

勇み足  isamiashi, rashness  (51) 

勇んで  isande, in high spirits 

 

break through + strength 
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9s 
要 

YŌ, kaname, the main point, necessity; yō(suru), to 

require, to need [doing]; i(ru), to need 

必要   hitsuyō, necessity, need  (568) 

不必要  fuhitsuyō, unnecessary  (572, 568) 

要求   yōkyū, request, demand  (455) 

重要な  jūyō na, important  (311) 

重要人物 jūyōjinbutsu, important person  (311, 39, 

387) 

重要文化財 jūyōbunkazai, important cultural asset  

(311, 68, 238, 685) 

要点   yōten, gist  (179) 

 

hands holding in waist = middle part = pivot 

 

594 

 

 

15s 
養 

YŌ; yashina(u), to bring up, to support, to 

recuperate, to cultivate 

教養   kyōyō, culture  (101) 

養成する yōsei suru, to train; to foster; to cultivate  

(515) 

養殖する yōshoku suru, to raise; to breed; to 

cultivate  (1426) 

栄養士  eiyōshi, dietitian  (427, 494) 

 

sheep + food 
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10s 
浴 

YOKU; abiru, to bathe oneself in (water, the sun) 

浴室   yokushitsu, bathroom  (136) 

水浴び  mizuabi, bathing  (40) 

入浴する nyūyoku suru, to have a bath  (63) 

日光浴  nikkōyoku, sunbathing  (62, 116) 

海水浴場 kaisuiyokujō, beach  (88, 40, 144) 

 

water + valley (phonet.: spray, cleave open) 
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7s 
利 

RI, advantage, profit, gain, interest (on money); 

ki(ku), to be efficacious, to do someone good 

便利な  benri na, convenient  (582) 

利用する riyō suru, to use  (215) 

利用者  riyōsha, user  (215, 298) 



利用   riyō, utilisation  (215) 

利益   rieki, gains, benefit, profit  (619) 

権利   kenri, a right, a claim  (851) 

権利がある kenri ga aru, to be entitled  (851) 

有利な  yūri na, advantageous  (401) 

不利な  furi na, disadvantageous  (572) 

利子   rishi, interest (on a loan)  (25) 

効き目  kikime, efficacy  (72) 

 

rice-plant + cut 
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11s 
陸 

RIKU, land 

大陸   tairiku, continent  (53) 

上陸する jōriku suru, to land; to go ashore; to 

disembark  (37) 

着陸   chakuriku, landing (of an airplane)  

(343) 

陸軍   rikugun, army  (466) 

 

hill + mounds of earth = numerous hills = land 
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7s 
良 

RYŌ; yo(i), good, well, fine, right, satisfactory 

改良   kairyō, improvement  (435) 

良心   ryōshin, conscience  (147) 

最良   sairyō, the best, the ideal  (484) 

良さ   yosa, worth, quality 

不良品  furyōhin, inferior goods  (572, 382) 

 

material poured through sieve = selecting the good 
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10s 
料 

RYŌ, charge, materials, measure 

料理   ryōri, cooking, cuisine, dish  (220) 

料金   ryōkin, charge, fee  (14) 

郵便料金 yūbinryōkin, postal charge, postage  

(983, 582, 14) 

調味料  chōmiryō, seasoning  (348, 393) 

原料   genryō, raw material  (107) 

資料   shiryō, materials, data  (614) 

送料   sōryō, postage, delivery charge  (331) 



手数料  tesūryō, commission; fee; charge  (32, 

151) 

 

rice + measure 

 

600 

 

 

12s 
量 

RYŌ, quantity, measure; haka(ru), to weigh, to 

measure 

重量   jūryō, weight  (311) 

分量   bunryō, quantity, amount  (199) 

音量   onryō, volume  (6) 

風量   fūryō, wind volume  (198) 

雨量   uryō, rainfall  (3) 

大量に  tairyō ni, in large quantities  (53) 

大量生産 tairyōseisan, mass production  (53, 42, 

491) 

 

heavy sack of something left on the ground 
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15s 
輪 

RIN; wa, ring, circle, wheel, hoop 

指輪   yubiwa, ring  (289) 

三輪車  sanrinsha, tricycle, 3-wheeled vehicle  

(23, 31) 

車輪   sharin, (vehicle) wheel  (31) 

五輪   gorin, Olympic Games  (19)  (5 circles) 

首輪   kubiwa, (dog) collar  (139) 

輪投げ  wanage, quoits  (357) 

 

aligned rolling parts of vehicle 
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18s 
類 

RUI, a kind, a variety, a sort; resemble 

種類   shurui, kind, sort  (503) 

親類   shinrui, a relative  (149) 

分類   bunrui, classification  (199) 

類似   ruiji, resemblance  (696) 

 

rice + dog + head 

 



603 

 

 

5s 
令 

REI, RYŌ, proclamation, law, order, rule 

命令   meirei, command, order  (394) 

命令法  meireihō, the imperative  (394, 584) 

指令   shirei, order, instructions  (289) 

司令官  shireikan, commander  (497, 441) 

司令部  shireibu, headquarters  (497, 384) 

号令   gōrei, (word of) command  (281) 

令状   reijō, warrant  (717) 

 

kneeling person summoned 
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7s 
冷 

REI; tsume(tai), cold; 

hi(eru), to grow cold, feel chilly; hi(yasu), to cool 

(v.t.); 

sa(meru), to cool (down), sa(masu), to cool 

冷蔵庫  reizōko, fridge; icebox  (923, 275) 

冷蔵する reizō suru, to refrigerate  (923) 

冷房   reibō, air-conditioning  (1809) 

冷水   reisui, cold water  (40) 

冷気   reiki, cold air  (11) 

冷静な  reisei na, cool-headed  (519) 

冷え性  hieshō, sensitivity to cold  (723) 

 

ice + rule (phonet.: tremble) 
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8s 
例 

REI, example, precedent; tato(eru) 

例えば  tatoeba, for example 

例文   reibun, example  (68) 

例外   reigai, exception  (91) 

実例   jitsurei, (concrete) example  (296) 

例年   reinen, normal year, average year  (64) 

例年になく reinen ni naku, unusually [cold]  (64) 

例年の  reinen no, annual [event]  (64) 

例祭   reisai, annual festival  (283) 

毎月の例会 maitsuki no reikai, monthly meeting  

(206, 16, 87) 

 



606 

 

 

14s 
歴 

REKI, history, path 

歴史   rekishi, history  (496) 

歴史家  rekishika, historian  (496, 83) 

経歴   keireki, personal background, past career  

(658) 

履歴書  rirekisho, personal history  (1896, 142) 

遍歴   henreki, travels  (1783) 

 

trial of rice plants = regular row 
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10s 
連 

REN, a ream (of paper); a group; a row; 

~ren, suffix for ‘group’; 

~zure, suffix for ‘companion’; 

tsu(reru), to connect, link; to take along; tsura(naru), 

to range; to stretch; tsura(neru) to link, to join 

連れて行く tsurete iku, to take (someone) along  

(118) 

関連   kanren, relation, connection  (444) 

国際連合 kokusairengō, United Nations (also 国連)  

(123, 683, 121) 

連休   renkyū, consecutive holidays  (13) 

連絡   renraku, connection, communication, 

contact  (1890) 

連絡船  renrakusen, ferry  (1890, 158) 

連中   renchū, renjū, a party, a company, a 

troupe  (55) 

連想   rensō, thought association  (532) 

連盟   renmei, league  (979) 

 

moving vehicles 

 

608 

 

 

14s 
練 

REN; ne(ru), to polish (one’s style), to discipline 

(one’s mind), to refine; to knead (dough); to train 

練習   renshū, practise  (307) 

熟練   jukuren, skill, dexterity  (894) 

訓練   kunren, drill, training  (656) 

洗練   senren, refinement  (916) 

練り粉  neriko, dough  (577) 

 



soften selected threads by boiling 
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6s 
老 

RŌ, old age; o(i), old age, the aged; o(iru), to grow 

old; fu(keru), to grow old 

老人   rōjin, old person  (39) 

老練な  rōren na, veteran  (608) 

老齢年金 rōreinenkin, old age pension  (1925, 64, 

14) 

養老年金 yōrōnenkin, old age pension  (594, 64, 

14) 

老木   rōboku, aged tree  (69) 

老人ホ－ム rōjin-hōmu, old people’s home  (39) 

養老院  yōrōin, old people’s home  (594, 229) 

老けて見える fukete mieru, to look old for one’s age  

(18) 

 

old man leaning on stick 

 

610 

 

 

7s 
労 

RŌ, labour, service, trouble, toil 

苦労   kurō, toil, care, pains, trouble  (264) 

勤労   kinrō, labour  (842) 

労働者  rōdōsha, labourer  (558, 298) 

労働関係 rōdōkankei, labour relations  (558, 444, 

268) 

 

strength + covered in flame = to do physical work 

under torchlight 

 

611 

 

 

16s 
録 

ROKU, to copy, to write down, record, inscribe 

記録   kiroku, record  (95) 

新記録  shinkiroku, new record  (148, 95) 

実録   jitsuroku, true record  (296) 

録音   rokuon, sound recording  (6) 

登録する tōroku suru, register  (360) 

外国人登録 gaikokujintōroku, alien registration  

(91, 123, 39, 360) 

住民登録 jūmintōroku, resident registration  (310, 

590, 360) 

議事録  gijiroku, minutes (of a meeting)  (454, 



293) 

 

metal + exude = marks on metal = inscriptions 
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